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(The items are listed in chronological order as that seemed to make most sense.  We’ve also included copies of the items as well.)
1.  Hearings on S. 2507 before the Subcommittee to Investigate Juvenile Delinquency of the Senate Comm. on the Judiciary, 92nd Congress, 1st Session.  1971

· Pp. 108-111:  Statement by Jerry V. Wilson, Chief of Police, Washington DC:  He talks about the “poor construction and low quality”.   He says (p. 110) that because the weapon is made of such soft, inexpensive metal….”serial numbers are easily and sometimes completely erased by either filing or melting.  And ballistics examination of such weapons…is made impossible because the metal in the weapon is of such low quality that the characteristics of the barrel are altered every time the weapon is fired.”

· Pp. 131-34: In a statement by Eugene T. Roddides, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Enforcement and Operations, he asserts that “Such handguns are inaccurate, unreliable, and unsafe, and do not serve the sporting purposes of law enforcement or self-protection needs.”

· Pp. 314ff: In a statement by Maxwell E. Rich, Executive Vice President, National Rifle Association, he indicates that the NRA has never accepted advertising for these types handguns in their official journal, American Rifleman, because they “have no sporting purpose, they are frequently poorly made, and they do not represent value received to any purchaser.” (315)

· Pp. 352-3: In the statement by Clarence M. Kelley, Chief of Police, Kansas City (MO) Police Department, he says that these “weapons are cheaply made, have few if any safety factors and are usually made of relatively soft metal.  Some cannot even withstand being dropped to the pavement without either cracking or breaking apart.  It is therefore most unlikely that they will withstand the stress generated by the explosion of gunpowder contained in a cartridge case.”

2. Sherrill, Robert “The Saturday Night Special” in The Saturday Night Special, Charterhouse, New York, 1973, pp. 97-117.

According to this book chapter, “Saturday Night Special” is a broad term that is used differently by different people.  Generally-speaking, it refers to a small, inexpensive, easily concealed handgun.  The calibre is not determinative, as some .38s can be Saturday Night Specials if they are “junky” enough.  However, most Saturday Night Specials are .22s and .25s, or at most .32s.  The author discusses several types of Saturday Night Specials manufactured and used in the United States in the past, noting their bad reputation.  He explains that they are often inaccurate in hitting a target, and particularly deadly as a result of a small bullet traveling at great velocity, which can deflect to other parts of the body on entry.  This chapter, published in 1973, primarily contains anecdotal accounts, rather the scientific or technical information.  The author states that there is no authoritative study on the deadliness of Saturday Night Specials, as “killing power” is not an absolute and is therefore difficult to ascertain.  He concludes that “there is no proof that the Special is more a threat to society than a gun of superior quality.”  
3.  Cox Newspapers. The Snub-Nosed Killers: Handguns in America, 1981 reprinted in Handgun Control Legislation: Hearings before the Senate Subcommittee on Criminal Law of the Committee of the Judiciary, 97th Congress, 2nd Session, pp. 113-152.

· On pp. 119-20 an interview with Guenther Roehm, a principal officer of Roehm GmbH (a manufacturer of Saturday Night Specials), implies that these handguns are of inferior quality. 

· P. 134 a short article about “Murph” Bakrant, an importer of parts for cheap handguns, defends the quality:  “Just because it’s less expensive doesn’t mean it’s poor quality.”

4.  Wintemute, G.  Ring of Fire: the handgun makers of southern California.  Sacramento, CA.  Violence Prevention Research Program, University of California, 1994.  107p.
While the main point of this document is to investigate the manufacturers of Saturday Night Specials, located for the most part in Southern California, a portion of one chapter (pp. 17-25) is devoted specifically to research published primarily in the magazine Gun Tests.  The conclusion of this research is that these guns are of interior quality.  Below are listed the specific articles from Gun Tests related to the .25 and .32 calibre handguns:
4a. "The California connection: Davis, Bryco .32 ACP pistols."  Vol. 4, no. 3, March, 1992, pp. 20-22.

This review of two different models was fairly positive regarding the performance of these two handguns made by different manufacturers.

4b. "Vest-pocket vipers:  two- and four-barreled derringers."  Vol. 5, no. 1, January, 1993,  

pp. 19-23.

The authors cite poor workmanship of the Derringer .32 Magnum and they don’t recommend buying it.

4c. "Convenient companions: .25 ACP pocket pistols."  Vol. 5, no. 2, February, 1993, pp. 12-16.

This article reviews four different pistols and finds two of them acceptable and two unacceptable.
4d. "Alloy semi-auto pocket pistols:  .25 ACP single actions.  Vol. 5, no. 6, June, 1993, pp. 24-28.

In a review of three pistols, the authors find that they cannot recommend any of them.

5. Bruce-Briggs, B. “The Great American Gun War,” chapter 3 of The Gun Control Debate: You Decide.   Ed. Lee Nesbit.  Prometheus Books, Amherst, NY, 2001.

In this chapter the author discounts several gun control strategies, among them the banning of the Saturday Night Special.  He doesn’t dispute the quality of these guns but rather argues that they are hard to define and that proponents of gun control focus on them as a way of introducing more universal gun control legislation.  
