PAGE  
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

BIBLIOTHÈQUE DU PARLEMENT

2


[image: image1.wmf]
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A9

27 June 2005

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz, M.P.

Room 452-D

Centre Block

House of Commons

Ottawa

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:

In your request of 25 May 2005, you expressed concern about the absence of references to post Bill C-68 studies in the government response to the effectiveness of mandatory minimum sentences in deterring criminal behaviour.  I am pleased to provide you with the following comments based on the documents released to you in October 2003 (321 pages) through an Access to Information request and my recent investigation with Statistic Canada:

· The sentencing provisions of the Firearm Act are clearly being applied and those who are convicted of a firearm offence are receiving longer incarceration sentences (for more information see Steve Mihorean, “Examining the Mandatory Sentencing Provisions of the Firearm Act: An Analysis of the Adult Criminal Court Survey Data”, see page 000001).

· There is little research dealing with the effectiveness of mandatory minimum sentences in Canada, particularly in the area of firearms legislation.  According to the documents provided to you and my recent investigation with Statistic Canada, no Canadian research was done to evaluate the effectiveness of the provisions introduced in 1995 in the Criminal Code with the adoption of the Firearm Act.  Apart from partial information about their effect on sentencing patterns, there is no information available on their effects on crime rates or about their costs.  There is also an absence of studies dealing with the public awareness of the penalties in this regard.  Indeed, page 000199 of the document stresses the need for Canadian “research which examines the patterns of use of mandatory minimum penalties, their effects on sentence length, incarceration rates, crime rates, levels of recidivism, differential effects on particular groups such as aboriginal offenders, levels of public awareness of existing penalties and cost/benefit analyses”.  That said, the evidence that was provided to you by the Justice Department suggests that mandatory minimum sentences in other cases has not been proven to deter criminals.  According to the evidence, criminals are more concerned with being caught than with the severity of the punishment.
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I hope that this information will be of some assistance to you.  Should you require further information on this or any other subject, please do not hesitate to contact the Parliamentary Information and Research Service.

Yours sincerely,

Lyne Casavant

Political and Social Affairs Division

Parliamentary Information and Research Service
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